[image: image1.png]TiéEDay.§




UNIT 1:  WHY ARE TREES IMPORTANT TO YOU AND OUR PLANET?

After completing this unit students will be able to:

· Understand how plant communities came to be a part of our world

· Articulate how trees are different to other plants

· Understand the role and significance of native trees in helping and protecting the natural environment

· Appreciate that trees have evolved over time and continue to change as natural and social conditions change

UNIT 2: HOW HAVE WE AFFECTED OUR NATIVE PLANT COMMUNITIES?

After completing this unit students will:

· Understand why some native plant communities have been cut down or cleared
· Understand how the human use of trees has impacted on our environment
· Gain a knowledge of the economic benefit of trees and the products they provide

· Appreciate the need to conserve native plants and to adopt sustainable timber harvesting strategies

· Understand how introduced plant species have affected native plant communities

UNIT 3: WHY DO WE NEED NATIVE PLANTS?

After completing this unit students will:

· Know the best places to plant native trees and plants in their local area
· Know which native plants are the best and most appropriate for their area

· Understand the importance of planting and conserving native plant communities

· Understand that some trees have iconic status because of their historic significance, their age and the roles they played in the past.

· Understand which native plants are endangered or have become extinct in Australia

UNIT 4: HOW MIGHT CLIMATE CHANGE AFFECT OUR PLANT COMMUNITIES AND HOW CAN WE HELP?

After completing this unit students will:

· Understand the relationship between trees and climate change

· Appreciate that dead and dying trees can still play an important role in ecosystems

· Identify plant communities that are endangered and investigate the causes of their loss to the environment

· Develop participatory skills at school and community level by taking part in Planet Ark’s National Tree Day

· Understand which other groups are available to help them care for plant communities.

‘Get Growing!’
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